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I believe most of you must not be having Literature reader with you. To read 

the story ‘After Twenty Years’ you can either go to 

https://americanenglish.state.gov web site or view it on YouTube – VOA 

Learning English.  

 

LESSON – 1    AFTER   TWENTY   YEARS 

          By: - O 

Henry 

I. Find and write in brief about O Henry. Word limit:-50 

II.  Textbook Word – Meanings 

S.No. Word Meaning 

1. Depeopled  Without people. 

2. Stalwart Strongly built. 

3. Swagger To walk confidently. 

4. Reassuringly To restore confidence. 

5. Proposition An area to explore. 

6. Plodder Someone who works slowly.  

7. Plainclothesman A policeman dressed like a civilian. 

 

III. Extra Word Meaning: 

S.No. Word Meaning 

Dear students,  

 Kindly leave first two pages of your notebook then start with these 

notes. 

Label this as -‘Literature notebook’. 

https://americanenglish.state.gov/
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1. On the beat Patrolling in an area. 

2. Avenue A broad road in a town or city having trees at regular intervals. 

3. Gusts Sudden and strong. 

4. Trying 

doors 

Checking houses. 

5. Guardian of 

peace 

Look like a typical uniformed beat cop. 

6. Scarfpin A pin used to hold tie in place. 

7. Chum A close friend. 

8. Hustling Move hurriedly. 

9. Staunchest Loyal and committed in attitude. 

10. Groove A long narrow cut/depression in a hard material. 

11. Twirled his 

club 

Spin repeatedly a heavy stick with a thick end. 

12. Bless my 

heart 

Expression used to express sympathy (or fondness ) for 

someone. 

13. Bully  A person who use his/her strength to hurt people who are 

weak. 

15. Egotism  Thinking only about oneself and considering oneself better 

and more important than other people. 

16. Submerged  Completely covered. 

17. Snapped  Say something irritably/lose one’s self control. 

 

IV. Make Three Compound words with: 

1. Time :   __________  __________   ___________ 

2. Board  :  __________   __________   ___________ 

3. Print        :  __________   __________  ___________ 

4. Root      :        __________   __________   ___________ 

5. Monger  : __________   __________   ___________ 
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V. Answer the following within 20 words : 

Q1. What time does the story begins? 

Answer1.   The story began around 10 o’clock at night when the policeman was 

      patrolling along the roadside trying doors, working as a guardian 

of peace.   

Q2. Where was the man from the West leaning? 

Answer 2.    The man from the west was leaning in the doorway of a darkened 

hardware       store where there used to be ‘Big Joe’Brady’s 

restaurant, twenty years       ago. 

Q3. Where was ‘Big Joe’ Brady’s restaurant pulled down? 

Answer3.    As informed by the policeman to the man from the West, ‘Big  

          Joe’Brady’s restaurant was pulled down five years ago. 

Q4. Where were Jimmy and Bob raised?   

Answer4.    Bob and Jimmy Wells, his best chum, were raised up in New York 

City.   

 

VI. Answer these questions in 30-40 words : 

Q1. Describe the police man on the beat. 

Answer1. O Henry does a remarkable job of introducing a major character 

without actually revealing who he is. The reader is deliberately misled 

into taking the cop for just one of the many uniformed cops patrolling. 

Jimmy doesn’t give Bob a chance to identify himself.  

Q2. Why did the man speak up quickly when the police man approached 

him? 

Answer2.  Bob spoke to the policeman because he didn’t want his behaviour to 

raise any suspicion. He calls out the policeman to let him know what he 

is doing there at that hour.  

Q3. Describe the watch that ‘Silky’ Bob was wearing. What does this tell 

us about him? 

Answer3.  The watch that ‘Silky’ Bob wore was quite expensive. It was 

covered with small jewels all around it and gave the impression that it 

belonged to a very wealthy man. As he was a criminal so he would have 

made money by unfair means. Thus could afford it.   

VII. Answer these questions in 80-100 words : 
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Q1. Why do you think Jimmy Wells continued to talk to ‘Silky’ Bob? 

Answer1.  Jimmy already knew that his childhood pal had become a criminal. As 

a cop, he had all the information about his criminal activities. Jimmy 

also remembered that Bob will come to meet his old friend as planned 

and promised twenty years ago. 

    The friends reached the fixed meeting point; Jimmy knew he was 

meeting Bob; but Bob didn’t know that the officer he was interacting 

with is his childhood buddy. 

    Jimmy continued to talk to Bob for a while because he, as a friend 

wanted to keep his promise of meeting him. Though Jimmy had the 

warrant and authority to arrest Bob, yet he didn’t do it. 

Q2. How do you think ‘Silky’ Bob would have felt when he realized that 

he had spoken to Patrolman Wells without realizing it? 

Answer2.   When ‘Silky’ Bob would have realized that he had been talking 

to the patrolman Wells without realizing who he was, he must have been 

assailed by mixed feeling.  

   Either he must be cursing himself for not being able to identify his 

staunchest chap or he must be angry with his friend for not revealing his 

identity. He might have also felt a sense of regret that they didn’t converse 

like pals. They met and parted like strangers which must have been a real let 

down for Bob.     

VIII. RTC 

1. ‘I’m just waiting for a friend. It’s an appointment made twenty 

years ago. Sounds a little funny to you, doesn’t it?’ 

a. Who said this and to whom? 

 ‘Silky’ Bob said these words to Jimmy. 

b. Why would it sound funny to the listener? 

 It would sound funny to the listener as he had come all 

the way from the West to keep an appointment made 

twenty years ago. 

c. What happened twenty years ago? 

 Twenty years ago, Bob started for West to make his 

fortune. It was then that they decided to meet, no 

matter what their conditions might be or from what 

distance they might have to come. 
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2. ‘It takes the West to put a razor- edge on him.’ 

a. Who said these words and to whom? 

 ‘Silky Bob said the aforementioned quoted words to 

the            Patrolman Wells. 

b. Who does ‘him’ refer to here? 

 ‘Him’ refers to anyone who goes to the West to 

seek fortune. 

c. How do you think Bob has become razor-sharp? 

 Bob has become the razor sharp by competing with 

some of the sharpest wits in the West to earn wealth. 
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Grammar - Class VII 

 Points to be kept in mind before proceeding  

 List of Contents must be drawn on the first page of the notebook consisting 

of columns like – S. No, date, name of the lesson, page number & teachers 

signature respectively. 

 Revise the topic (Types of nouns) very well as taught in the previous session 

before going ahead with the modules. 

 The modules must be solved after copying the questions and sentences 

completely & properly.  

 Content must be updated with the same. 

 Students may use their creativity to represent their work. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……. 

Lesson 1: Nouns 

 At a Glance 

Types of Nouns 

 

 

  

 

 

TIME FOR SOME REVISION FILLED WITH 

FROLIC AND FUN 
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MODULE 1 

Underline the nouns and classify the nouns :- 

1. Clothes are made of cotton, wool and silk. 

2. Without health there is no happiness. 

3. The people who live in Holland are called Dutch. 

4. Solomon was famous for his wisdom. 

5. There was a large crowd on the street. 

6. The jury found the prisoner guilty. 

7. Ashoka was a just and wise ruler. 

8. The police dispersed the mob. 

9. Our class consists of forty pupils. 

 

 

Supply the blanks with suitable Collective Nouns :- 

1. A …………….. of thieves 

2. A ………………of letters 

3. An ……………….of tasks 

4. A ……………………of asteroids 

5. A ……………………..of prices 

6. A ………………………of coconuts 

7. A ……………………….of wild animals 

8. A ……………………of savages 

9. A ……………………of bullets 

10. A ……………………of rubbish 

 

 

Fill in the blanks with correct from of the abstract nouns:- 

1. Solomon was famous for his ………………… (wise) 

2. Always speak the ……………………….(truth) 

3. We all love …………………………(honest) 

4. The elephant has great ………………………(strong) 

MODULE 1 

MODULE 2 

MODULE 3 
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5. Without health there is no …………………….(happy) 

6. I believe in her …………………………(innocent) 

7. I often think of the happy days of my …………………..(child) 

8. A slave knows no ……………………(free) 

9. She accepted her ………………….(invite) 

10. The headmaster gave him ……………..for telling a lie.(punish) 

 

 

Identify whether the underlined words are concrete or abstract:- 

1. My grandfather likes to reminisce about her childhood. 

2. Mom and my sister are heading to the dentist for a cleaning. 

3. Sissy gave her uncle a new coffee mug for his birthday. 

4. If you always tell the truth, you will be trusted by others. 

5. There are three kittens in the pet store and they are cute. 

6. Last October, we went pumpkin picking at the farm. 

7. Dad fell asleep on the couch last night after work. 

8. We sat and brainstormed ideas for the next talent show. 

9. Kyle chose blue and orange streamers to hang on the wall. 

10. The whole class wished me luck as I began the tournament. 

 

 

Fill in with the plural forms of the words given in the brackets 

1. The …………… had fun at the spring …………….. (elf, party) 

2. The ………………. Played happily among the ……………… (fox cactus) 

3. Those ……………….. had to do many ……………… (boy, quiz) 

4. The rotten …………………. Stole the bright red ……………….. (thief, cherry) 

5. The ……………………….have four ……………………  (buffalo, foot) 

6. There were high …………………… and beautiful ……………… (cliff, valley) 

7. The farmer’s ………………..walked slowly into the field. (sheep) 

8. Those …………………….were shouting angrily at the players.(person) 

9. Mother cut the cheese sandwich into two ……………….(half) 

10. Three tiny …………………scurried quickly through the kitchen.(mouse) 

 

MODULE 4 

MODULE 5 

MODULE 6 
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Supply Masculine gender for the following :- 
Abbess, baroness, daughter, deaconess, doe, empress, governess, heiress, 
lady, madam, patroness, priestess, sorceress, witch, horse, bitch, vixen, goose, 
duck, cow 
 

 

a) Fill in with Much / many / a lot of / a few/ a little 

1. How ……………… money do you have there? 

2. I don’t have ……………close friends. 

3. There isn’t …………….. petrol left in the car. 

4. How ………………..information have you got? 

5. There are ……………….. glasses of water on the table. 

6. Don’t give him …………………money- just a few rupees. 

7. I don’t have …………….experience. 

8. There are ………………people waiting to buy tickets. 

9. Hurry up! I don’t have …………….time. 

10. There is ……………..money left over but not much. 

11. I need …………….students to help me. Two or three will be enough. 

12. We should go now because there is only ………….traffic at this time of the 

morning. 

13. I only need ……………..time to finish this. Wait a second. 

14. I invited …………… friends for dinner, but we all can still fit at the table. 

b) Fill in with some or any 

1. Have you got …………….. brothers or sisters? 

2. We don’t need ……………… m ilk. 

3. There are ………………..pens on the table. 

4. I want ……………….eggs because I am going to make a cake. 

5. Is there …………….. water in the fridge? 

6. Are there …………….problems? 

******************* 

 

MODULE 7 


